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IIT-B convocation over 2 days due to space crunch

Mumbai: When the lITs rolled out the 27% OBC quota, it seemed they had planned for new hostel buildings, more
classrooms and increased lab space. But on convocation day at lIT-Bombay, it was evident that the institute is grappling with
space crunch. So, the convocation ceremony was made a two-day affair.

This year, [IT-Bombay will give out degrees to undergraduate students and postgraduate ones on two separate days. “We
decided to spread the convocation ceremony over two days because the auditorium had little space to accommodate
parents,” said lIIT-B director Devang Khakhar.

In 2009, IIT-Delhi held their 40th convocation over two days. The institute had divided its students based on the streams
they belonged to. While candidates of some disciplines were awarded degrees on the first day, those from the remaining
departments got their degrees the next day. Many other older lITs may follow suit as number of students in engineering
colleges have shot up by over 50%. TNN

VC Rai apologizes for sexist remark

New Delhi: Vibhuti Narayan Rai, vicechancellor, Mahatma Gandhi Antarashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha, has
tendered an unconditional apology for making sexist remarks against women writers.

In an apology sent to HRD minister Kapil Sibal, Rai referred to his interview in ‘Naya Gyanodaya’ and said, “The sentiments
of certain women writers were hurt by some of the contents of the interview. | also feel that as vice-chancellor of a central
university, | should not have used inappropriate words which hurt the feelings of women writers. | sincerely apologise for
the same.” TNN

Nalanda univ to get $4m grant

New Delhi: Buddhist organizations in Singapore have committed to give almost $4 million to rebuild the famous library in
Nalanda University but the UPA government is yet to pass legislation in Parliament that will give life to this project.

The Nalanda mentor group on Tuesday announced Gopa Sabharwal as the vicechancellor-designate and hoped that the
project would get underway within the next couple of years. Amartya Sen, chairman of the mentor group, said the group
had crafted a plan to revive the educational institution, which had attracted students from across the world in ancient times.
Sabharwal is a professor in sociology at Delhi’s Lady Sri Ram College.

George Yeo, visiting Singapore foreign minister and member of the mentor group, said he hoped “that by the East Asia
summit, the bill will be passed and work will begin”. Nalanda University is a pet project of the Indian government as a
showpiece diplomacy in Asia, resurrecting an ancient seat of Buddhist learning at its original site in Rajgir, Bihar.

Sen said they were looking at both public and private funding for the university. Planning Commission has promised funds
for the university, he said. The seat of learning and excellence plans to have partners from universities in the western world,
as well as institutes like Chulalongkorn University of Thailand.

Along with Buddhist studies and religion and divinity, the university plans to offer studies in humanities and contemporary
sciences like information technology and environment. TNN

‘Unfit’ deemed univs will be given a hearing: Centre

New Delhi: A scathing report slamming the state of affairs in deemed universities and its recommendation to de-recognize
44 of them will not be implemented without giving them a fair opportunity to counter the charges, the Centre informed the
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Supreme Court on Tuesday.

This response came from solicitor general Gopal Subramaniam to a query raised by a Bench comprising Justices Dalveer
Bhandari and Deepak Verma, which was hearing a bunch of petitions by blacklisted deemed universities.

The deemed universities, through senior advocate K K Venugopal, argued that the institutions were inspected by
University Grants Commission (UGC) and were allowed to continue, and the HRD ministry had no authority to constitute the
Tandon committee and accept its recommendations which were contrary to that given by the regulatory body.

Subramaniam tried to narrow down the controversy by agreeing with the Bench that if the government was to take action
recommended by the Tandon committee, then it was duty bound to justify it on the basis of material which clearly
suggested that the deemed university no longer functioned as expected under the statute and that there had to be
compliance of natural justice — opportunity to the institutions to present their defence. TNN

Augi4

COOL QUOTIENT

In US, MIT the place to study, Georgia univ party hotspot

Boston: Students at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology are the most studious in the US, those at Brown University in
Rhode Island the happiest, while the University of Georgia is the best party school in the country, a survey by admissions
consulting company Princeton Review has said.

Harvard University has the best library and Northeastern University here has the best career services programme in the
US, the annual survey said. Princeton Review surveyed 122,000 students at 373 top US colleges to rate their schools on 62
categories including best professors, least accessible professors, best financial aid, classroom experience, best college
newspapers and best athletic facilities.

The most sober campus, for the 13th year in a row, went to Brigham Young University in Utah Bowdoin College in Maine
scored for serving the best campus food.

Most accessible professors are at US Air Force Academy in Colorado, most conservative students are at Texas A and M
University, while the most politically active students are at American University, DC. Franklin W Olin College of Engineering
in Massachusetts was rated the best for its “great financial aid” programme.

“Students have become very savvy. They want to know what the campus will be like but they also want to know what is
the value of their education,” said Robert Franek, senior vice president of the Princeton Review. PTI
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salarge US pubhc varsity for you'’s

Here's a snapshot of life in
America’s large public
universities to help you find out
what fits you while you make
your choice of college

Arjun Seth

' his week we focus on
Inm\apul:!u universi-
ties in the United
States and shed light

on issues related to college
setting, size, ac udc-mu expe-
rience and dives of stu-
dent population in some of its
highly-selective, nationally-
ranked universities, This is to
help students understand the
importance of the right fit
l\yhilc making their college
ist.

The setting

Many top-ranked public
wlkmism'clmuwtl in col-
lege town setti
the University
(www.uitie, udu) selting,
Karmanya Agarwal
[Nu':rllmg in a compuler engi-
neering major) says, “The U
of [i lnls.cll'a small lnn-n

t
I|LI)~ Urbunn It
a sweet Inlzh- town in itself. 1
do feel I'll miss out on eity life
at times but, at the same
time, I feel UIUC collegiate

setting will add to my overall
academie and social experi-
ence, | had thought a lot
about this kind of life and the
pros and cons befove apply-

ing here. | guess this kind of
setting Erows on you.”

(www.vinginin.edu), says

“When applying, [ didn’t give
much thought to geographic
location or setting. But onn-

llunga- start to matter: €
important to consider things
like, whether you like rainy,
cold, or hat weather. And
whether you ca mlni\ l'
ruralicollege tow
where there isn't n hII hmlrl-

ing in sight and little night
life or just one shopping
mall”

On the other hand, Raghav

neering and computer sci-
ence major; loved everything

Bvrkl-lu_\ (www.berkeley.
edu). He says, "UCB isina

college town setling, close to

San Francisco/Ba;

for the field I am in, that is,
software engineering and
Silicon Valley. The weather is

also good; sometimes w
sometimes sunny. While
deciding the school, it did not
play an important role, but as
time passes, it gains signifi-
eance as ultimately you have
1o live here for a long time,
and the experience of the
school (interacting with
friends, commuting, ete.,)
depends directly on this.
These factors affect me more
now. For example, because of
the pleasant weather, | tend
to socialise more outdoors,
and be involved in sports.
Being in an urbal wviran-
ment close to a big city
allows me to enjoy more
resources, better connectivi-
ty and transportation
options.”

The

It is true that in a big public
cersity, there is generally
a stronger focus on research,
publication and a larger num-
ber of graduate and PhD stu-
dents. The undergraduates
are largely left to their own
devices to survive, The
strong and prudent under-
graduate student in a public
school will be very proactive
and seek out the attention of
the professor: You must

L.

remember that because
many of you tl:mm will be
very I:u'gL 300
studlents in an aud
style lecture hall), it is not
enough to just get good
grades, There will be too
many students getting good
grades. You need to take the
extra step and approach the
professor: The upside of this
is that not many students do
this. 8o, a professor is pleas-
antly surprised by this
tive and will often reward
that enthusiasm with oppor-

‘Writing about his experi-
ence at UVA, Saha says,
“Some intro classes are huge,
with more than 300 students.

studies. But as you start spe-
clalising, the class size Is
bound to drop significantly.
Even though it’s still possible
to get the professor's atten-
tion, if you're scared of

speaking up in front of hun-
dreds of people, then you
might want to consider a
smaller college.”

Amay Kataria, a computer
engineering major at Virginia
Institute of Technology
), says, “The
class size at VTech was gen-
erally about 200-250 stu-
dents. I was complaining the
first time but I realised the
choice is either to sink or
swim. The whole academie
perspective counts down to
adjustment and the willing-
ness to learn in any environ-
ment. The qu of your
communications with the
professors in the classes is an
important way to make the
ademic expe-
rience. They remember you if
you raise important ques-
tions without wasting the
time of the class and that
motivates you to do well in
their class.”

Says Chandra, “I had a

class with 700 students as
well (intro classes). I did not
face a problem. At Berkele,
people are comfortable
ing a question while the lee-
ture goes on and after,
though it's not that personal
with the professor as smaller
classes. You have to make an
effort to go in office hours to
interact with the professor.
For both the above points,
the eriticism of a large uni-

versity like Berkley is heavily
based on lack of attention
from the professors. On the
bright side, it teaches you to
do your work efficiently, rely-
ing more on your resources,

because at the end of the day,

you will have to put in effort

.
-

it

might help them skip a lot of
courses which they might
have done in high school.
This will save a lot of time,
effort and money. A lot of
other interesting classes
could be taken instend of
these mandatory classes
which could be waived via
APs”

and life
Those secking true diversity
and an ocean of interests
out of elass will love the
h;g campus environment.
Some students feel claustro-
¢ in some of the smaller
-qhml-« where it can feel a lit-
tle like high school with the
cliques and gossip. Though at

to understand the material. least 80 per cent of the stu-
The core cou t UCBare  dents in a publie school will
hard and .1 be resid of that state,
advise students to give their  they will come from different
APs (Advanced Placement backgrounds and have a wi
exams, conducted by Lhe variety of interests. These
College Board), even if they will be represented in a myri-
areinan Indian system, asit  ad of different clubs and

organisations offering a stu-
dent the chance to really
branch out into different
things. There is also a very
good chance that the public
school will have @ great and
well-funded sports pro-
gramme that fuels that “Ra-
Ra" spirit of the Big Game.
Says Chandra, “I]prk]m
b(-m[z a big public unive:
the size was a concern initial-
ly. There was always the
question of being lost in the
erowd. It is true that in small-
er places, one tends to have
stronger ties with friends. It
is mainly because of the fact
that you are in the same
classes as the athers, unlike
in bigger universities, where
due to the numerous sections
and options, one might have
different classmates every
semester. Though, it exposes
you to a larger diversity and
a more vibrant culture. For
me, | would like to be a part
of a school which is big but

has smaller divisions (based
on the department, classes,
ete) providing oppartunity to
get close to a smaller group,
giving the best of both
worlds”

Says Chandra, “Being a
public university (which is
mandated to educate re
dents of that state), there are
only 10 per cent international
students in UC Berkley.
However, there are a lot of

second/third generation
Americans with international
(especially Asian) origin.
This makes it xu]luml]y
dl\-l.l“}(‘. s0 it is easier Lo set-

'-mv-. Saha,
new people and learning
about their cultures, A pleas.
ant surprise for me was that
everyone seemed interested
in who | was and where |
came from. They wanted to
know about India and its
diverse people and culture,
Going to big universities i
America means meeting peo-

le from all over the world. Tt

ns been a fascinating experi-
ence, | know students from
Turkey, Jamaica, India,
China, South Africa, France,
England, a ml Columbia”

Says Chandra, “The stu-
dent body is very active at
Berkeley. Especially this
year, due to the economic
crisis, there were a lot of
protests. Being a liberal
place, people are expressive
of their ideas. This makes for
a very lively student body
with a lot of thoughts and
ideas floating around for
people to absorb.”

Fraternity in large public
universities is often misun-
derstood to be an excuse for
excessive partying. However,
staying o
issing out on a lot of
what college has to offer.
5 thn. "Gm-k Lirr (a

love meeting

Ullll!\lt‘ vxpurwm-u
and participating doesn’t
hbind you to any fraternity.

The awthor is an independent ool-
lege admizssions counsellor and can
beecontacted ot

arfunseth 2@ gmailoom.
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While the UK has unseated the US as the most
favoured destination for Indian students,
countries of the European Union are gaining
popularity, says Pranab Ghosh

s per the latest fig-

ures available, the

United Kingdom
replaced the

United States as the most
favoured destination of
Indian students going
abroad for studies. For the
year 2010 (academic session
2010-11) 57,500 [resh student
visas for the UK have been
issued. “It's almost 73 per
cent more than the visas
issued in 2009,” says Amit
Chaturvedi, head education,
UK (north India). The 2009
figure was 31,500, “I think it
is the interest shown by
[ndia;l stude:ts in the an&
year Master

that engineered £
numbers, says Clmlurwedl.
Onthe uther hand, lnst

year (Fall 2009 to January
2010), 26890 Indian students
were issued F-1 visas to
study in Ii:})]?. ’I‘Iﬂn}: a20
per cent rom the year
2008{["11&] 2008 to January
2008, when 36,140 students
were issued visas. “The wob-

tor, educational advising
services, United States-India
Edueational foundation.
“The visa season for the stu-
dents going to the US in the
Fall of 2010 is still going on
and the numbers will only be
available later this year,” she
says. However, this year, as
of now, there has been a
renewed interest among the

Indian students, she said.
According to Koteshwar
Prasad Dhobnl djreclor PR,

Assocham, “The US is the
lead destination for students
going for management stuc-
ies and the UK is the pre-
ferred destination for stu-
dents studying medicine and
finance.” Chaturvedi has a
different take. “The most

: pMBA. I ;‘eﬂ: the
one-year t
crowd puller: About 12 to 14
per cent of all the students
going to the UK study the
one-year MBA; followed by
engineering programmes (6
to 8 per cent) and subjects
like ion, law, design, bio-
techi » all of which
account for 20 per cent of
the total number”

continue to be the most pop-
ular of all ps

prefateed ging 004 USA,
ing to
mﬂm h gK Canada
and New Zealand, But with
recent developments in
rules and regulations in vari-
o,
¢l t's v
Germany, New Zealand and
Canada now,” Maninder

Acco Nayyar,
Australia has lost its reputa-
tion with Indion students as
a safie destination, whereas
European countries are now
opening their doors to
Indian Students.

Agrees Sanjay Kaushik,
MD Revata International, n
consulting firm for students
E:leng abrmg Thderr:Phns

n a significant in
the number of students
w]ng to Austmlu.:. It's diffi-

t to predict the percent-
age, but it's significant,” he
says. Australia, it mij T. be
malled. attracted a

The popular sentiment,
however, is that the US is
still the most preferred des-
tination for Indian students
and this view is corrol
ed by the fact that at any
given point of time there
would be more Indian stu-
dents in the US campuses
than in any other country.
“In 2009 there were 103,260
Indian students in various
us " says Rao.
The reason for this is that
students going to study in
the US stay for a |
duration - either for
year graduation, two-year
post graduation or for PhDs,
which take five to gix years
to complete, points out Rao.

Even private education

optl
for vncntlonal studies,

Dobhal of Assocham, how-
ever, doesn't agree. “Stud-
ents are still interested in
Australia because the cost of
education is less there.
Mareover, both the
Australian and Indian gov-
ernments have said that
Australia would give Indian
students state protection.
'[‘hi;: has impacted the coun-
ry’s prospects among
Indian students positively.”
According to him, out of
around 1 lakh Indian stu-
dents who have gone abroad
to study in the current aca-
demic year, 30,000 have
gone to Australia.

The majority of the Indian
students going abroad
favour contemporary cours-
e such as “computer sci-
ence, computer engineering,
electrical, mechanieal, and
electronics engineeri
eommuniwuzms and

and
put the US ahead of the UK.

v, savs Kaushik.
Drmh.uhmilundnum:am
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Bajaj Capital joins hands
with IIT-D and NID to start a

fashion school

In collaboration with 11T Delhi,
National Institute of
Design(NID}, Ahmedabad, and
National Institute of
Entrepreneurship and small
Business Development (NIES-
BUD), Delhi, Bajaj Capital has
floated a fashion institute
named International College of
Fashion (ICF). It will run a one
vear PG diploma programme
in fashion entreprencurship.
These academic partners
have jointly designed the cur-
riculum and some modules will
also be taught at II'T Delhi as
well as NIESBUD, for which
students will receive separate
certificates firom both these
institutions. The programme
will train students in fashion
entrepreneurship, marketing,
branding, sales and other man-
agerial and technical skills,
Eligibility to apply for this
programme is a Bachelor’s
degree in any discipline and a
strong inclination towards

fashion. No academic or pro-
fessional exposure is mandato-
rv to be eligible to apply.

In order to give industry
exposure to the budding entre-
preneurs, there would be a two
month compulsory internship
in the fashion houses in India
or Italy, where ICF has part-
nered with Lorenzo De Medici,
a fashion institute. The last
date to apply is August 14. For
more details, visit
www.icfedu.in or call
O11-6160 1212,
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IIT Bombay offers executive
programme in Delhi

Graduate executives with two
years of work experience can
apply for a certificate pro-
gramme in management (special-
isation in HRM and marketing)
firom T Bombay. Anyone work-
ing in various types of organisa-
tions, viz. government, private
and family managed businesses
in Mumbai and Delhi i= eligible.
Classes will be held every alter-
nate weekend (Saturdays and
Sundays). Total number of pro-
gramme days will be around 37
over 19 weekends in a year. Last
date to apply is August 13. For
details, visit wwew.soniithacin
and check details in MDP 2010
under the icon of programmes.
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IIT, Roorkee,

in Greater Noida
Indian Institute of

Technology, Roorkee, is
developing an extension cen-
tre at the knowledge hub of
NCR in Greater Noida, It
would most probably start
admitting students from the
next academic session. The
ten-acre campus is located al
the Knowledge Park -11, Plot
no 20, by the side of Express
Highway in Greater Noida. It
is surrounded by a large
number of technical institu-
tions and industries, IIT
Roorkee, through this exten-
sion centre, intends to extend
itz outreach to the industry
and academia, This centre
will be used to undertake
extension and other related
activitios.

A brainstorming session
with the representatives of
industry, academia and gov-
ernment agencies in NCR
was organised to identify
their needs and accordingly
to identify various :
activities to be under-
taken at the centre.
This session was
attended by 57 dele-
gates representing 30
industries/agencies
from diverse back-
grounds for opinion
sharing and coopera-
tion. Ashok Bhatnagar,
chairman, Board of
Governors, 11T Roorkee
presided over the
event.
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Obama: Plan

not going to
India, China

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 3

US PRESIDENT Barack
Obama has said that his gov-
emment’s new economic plan
focused on making the middle
class more secure and the
country more competitive so
that the jobs and industries of
the future were not out-
sourced to China and India.

“When I ook office... we
put forward a new economic
plan that rewards hard work
instead of greed; responsibility
instead of recklessness; fo-
cused on making our middle
class more secure and our
country more competitive in
the long run. So that the jobs
and industries of the future are
not all going to China and In-
dia, but are being created right
here inthe US,” Obama said.

Obama raised the pitch of
outsourcing of jobs to India
and China and gave it a politi-
cal colour at a fund party
raiser in Atlanta in the run up
to the crucial mid-term elec-
tion a few months away in
which his Democratic party is
anticipated to lose majority in
the House of Representatives.

Obama said instead of
spending money on tax
breaks, his government was
making smart investments in
innovation, clean energy
and education.
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Engineering fest

IIT Madras, as part of its annual fest Shaastra, will be organis-
ing a four-day technical festival called Imagineering Impact’,
from September 29 to October 3 this year. The festival will in-
dudea host of competitions, lectures and workshops. Shaas-
tra has been honoured with an IS0 9001:2008 certificate,
which makes it the first technical festival to be given this rat-
ing.It also aims to showcase various engineering projects by
the students of IIT Madras. Known as the spirit of engineer-
ing (SOE) projects, the display will include the quadrotor, pa-
per flapper, Robo Snake and the autonomous all-terrain
ground vehicle, which will be competing in the DRDO finals.
Students from Pune can also be a part of the fest and putin
their entries.The details for the same can be availed at
www.shaastra.org.

DNA, Aug 3
11'T-B cell for students applying to foreign univs
Mihika Basu

Students from the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (lIT-B), who plan to pursue higher studies
abroad, will now be guided by the institute in their application process. The app cell of IIT-B will work as a
full-fledged entity to ease students pressure when they apply for foreign universities.

“There are wide levels of universities and there are many students interested in applying to institutes
abroad. But, many do not know how to go about the application process. Apping is a costly affair and the
app cell will simplify the processes for students. It will help them make an informed decision,” said
Ramanjit Singh Anand, chemical engineering student and institute secretary, academic affairs. The cell,
which will work under the guidance of the dean of academic affairs and the dean of international relations
at IIT-B, will help students in writing their applications.

“We have also tied up with coaching centres who will come to IIT-B and train students on GRE and other
exams,” said Anand. “We also have recorded interviews of alumni, who are currently studying at some of
the most sought-after institutes abroad. It includes tips and tricks for application processes specific to
each university.”



